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SNP Helensburgh Branch 
 

    STRONGER FOR SCOTLAND  JANUARY 2019 

 

New Gazebo tested and passes with flying colours on our 

 SNP Day of Action of Sat 19/01/2019 
Many thanks to our member Mr Geoff Tompson for kindly donating this 

to the branch in memory of his late wife Mrs Trudi Tompson.

SNP Day of Action 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
February SNP Day of Action 

Sat 09/02/19 from 11:00am to 
1:00pm with our new gazebo in 
Colquhoun Square. 

Feel free to attend and lend your 
support. 

February Yes Helensburgh & 
Lomond Meeting 

Tue 12/02/19, 7:30pm to 9:30pm 
at the Parish Church Halls, 
Colquhoun Square. 

SNP Members are welcome.  

February Branch Meeting 

Thu 14/02/19, 7:00pm to 9:00pm 
at the Civic Centre. 

Dumbarton CA Meeting 

Sun 24/02/19, 2:00pm to 5:00pm 
at the Alexandria Parish Church, 
Balloch. 

Lunch and refreshments will be 
provided and there will be a guest 
speaker. 

 

SPRING CONFERENCE 
 
The Spring Conference will be on 
the 27th and 28th April at the 
Edinburgh International 
Conference. 
 
The deadline for Conference 
resolutions is the 22nd February. 
 
Therefore, our Branch Meeting on 
Thu 14/02/19 will be the last 
chance to get resolutions passed by 
our Branch for the Spring 
Conference. 
 
Patrick Johnstone 
Political Education Officer 
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By Brendan O’Hara MP, 12/01/19 

 
 
Huge thanks to my colleague 
Dr Philippa Whitford MP and 
the 100+ Argyll  & Bute SNP 
members who came along to 
Inveraray today for our Liaison 
Committee meeting and 
Members’ Day.  
 
Following a wide ranging 
discussion and Q&A on Brexit, 
particularly in relation to 
health, Philippa spoke about 
the importance of being active 
in our communities right now, 
stressing that if our 
campaigning isn’t well under 
way when the starting pistol is 
fired on the next election or 
referendum, then we are 
already playing catch-up. 
 
In our workshop sessions, all  of 
our 12 local SNP branches 
present discussed what three 
specific things they could do in 
their community over the next 
few weeks and then undertook 
to get started on them right 
away. 
 
Thanks also to Fiona and 
Michelle who have recently 
met with a number of 
communications companies 
and direct mail organisation.  
They contacted them to to see 
how we can streamline and 
make more efficient the way 
we get our message into the 
hands of the electorate,  

thereby freeing members to 
knock doors and be visible on 
the streets.  
Each branch was sent away 
with a detailed information 
pack detail ing costs and a 
campaign strategy. 
The day finished with me 
interviewing Philippa about 

her time as a surgeon in Gaza 
and sharing some thoughts and 
opinions on our recent visit to 
the West Bank. 
 
 
Thanks to everyone who came 
along, I hope you found it 
worthwhile. 

  

Members’ Day in Inveraray on Sat 12/01/19 
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By Olaf Stando, 18/01/19 

Westminster has descended into 
ever deeper chaos in a week 
packed with dramatic events.  
 
In a historic week defined by the 
crushing defeat of Theresa May’s 
Brexit deal, the Tories were 
ripping themselves apart over 
Brexit and Labour continues 
sitt ing on the fence.  
Meanwhile, the SNP is  crystal 
clear and united: Scotland voted 
to remain, and it  cannot be 
dragged out of the European 
Union against its  will by this 
farcically incompetent Tory 
government. 
 
Here’s your roundup of the week 
in Westminster.  
 

Theresa May delivered a 
statement on her Brexit deal,  

confirming that after a month’s 
delay, nothing has changed 

 
The Brexit deal vote was init ially 
planned for December, until 
Theresa May shamefully delayed 
the vote by using an arcane 
parliamentary procedure. She 
knew she was going to lose, so 
she attempted to wrestle further 
concessions from the EU in an 
attempt to convince her own Tory 
backbenchers to back the deal.  
 
The only problem was that she 
achieved nothing, and only 
humiliated herself as the EU, 
standing united and in solidarity 
with Ireland, made it  clear that 
the deal cannot be renegotiated.  
 
While Theresa May attempted to 
run down the clock and wasted 
everyone’s t ime, the SNP have 
been clear all a long: the 
government has to rule out the 
damaging prospect of ‘no deal’, 
extend Article 50, and put the 
issue back to the people to 
resolve the impasse.  
 
 
 

SNP MPs and others defeated 
Theresa May’s shambolic Brexit 
deal by a crushing margin of 230  
 
The Prime Minister’s  deal would 
take Scotland of the EU against 
our will, and out of a market eight 
times bigger than the UK’s alone 
–  leading to damaging job losses 
and snatching opportunities from 
future generations.  
It  was clear all along that because 
of blindly pursuing her red lines 
and pandering to hard-right 
Brexiteers, Theresa May’s deal 
was never going to satisfy 
Scotland’s interests.  
 
All 35 SNP MPs stood united in 
voting down this deal, and 
following the biggest defeat in UK 
parliamentary history, it  is  now 
time for the people to decide.  
 

The government narrowly 
survived a no confidence vote, 
but while Theresa May remains 

in office, she’s out of power  
 
The contempt towards working 
families, the continuing 
austerity, the power grab of 
Scotland’s powers , dragging 
Scotland off the Brexit cliff, and 
so much more. 
 
There is  a myriad reasons why the 
SNP has no confidence in this 
disastrous Tory government.  
 
On Wednesday, Mhairi Black 
delivered a fiery speech attacking 
the Tories and their record. Hours 
later, SNP MPs stood shoulder to 
shoulder while voting to bring 
down this shambolic UK 
government. 
 
The motion of no confidence, 
sadly, was defeated. Despite 118 
Tory MPs voting against the 
Brexit deal, and 117 Tories 
expressing no confidence in 
Theresa May just weeks earlier, 
all of the Tory MPs –  including all 
Scottish Tories –  rushed to save 
the UK government from 
collapse. 

This result made it  clear that 
Labour should finally get off the 
fence and as the Brexit clock is 
t icking, they must give a people a 
say on their future with a 
People’s Vote.  
 

Nicola Sturgeon called for the 
UK government to drop their 

intransigent red lines on Brexit  
 
The UK government tangled itself 
in a cage of red lines, by refusing 
to even consider the SNP’s 
compromise proposals to remain 
in the Single Market and Customs 
Union, published as early as 
December 2016. 
 
Following two years of 
negotiations, the UK government 
revealed just how incompetent, 
divided and clueless it  is 
regarding Brexit. After a historic 
defeat in Parliament, it  is  now 
time for Theresa May to face up 
to reality, listen to Scotland’s 
concerns, and take tangib le steps 
to get out of the deadlock.  
 
SNP stood up for free movement 

and the clear benefits of 
immigration for Scotland 

 
The SNP firmly believes in the 
social, cultural and economic 
benefits  of freedom of movement 
to Scotland. As the Tories prepare 
to impose arbitrary limits, purely 
to satisfy the xenophobic 
sentiments of their hard-right 
faction, Kirsty Blackman set the 
record straight on Question Time.  
 
While Kirsty Blackman showed 
passion and principle, none of the 
other panellists, including 
Labour’s Diane Abbott, were 
willing or able to defend 
immigration and free movement.  

 

 

This Week in Westminster: standing up for Scotland’s place in Europe 
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By Susan Aitken, 18/01/19 

 
 
 
I t is  almost exactly a year s ince 
the SNP-led Glasgow City Council 
made the hugely s ignificant step 
of abandoning many years of 
Labour-led legal action on Equal 
Pay. 
 
Yesterday, the Council made the 
welcomed announcement that an 
agreement had been reached to 
resolve the long-running equal 
pay dispute. 
 
The issue of equal pay in Glasgow 
goes back decades.  However, the 
specific claims that were settled 

yesterday relate to a Labour 
decision in 2006 to create a 
complex pay structure, which 
favoured predominately male 
roles.  You can read more about 
this  here. 
 
Our commitment to resolving 
this issue has never wavered, 
unlike the Labour administration 
that came before. 
 
Instead of having meaningful 
discussions with staff to address 
the issue, or even testing the 
basis of the claims, Labour spent 
more than £2 million pounds 
continuing to defend this 
indefensible pay scheme in court.  
 
In stark contrast, we scrapped the 
discredited pay and grading 
system and replaced it  with the 
fairer scheme used by the vast 
majority of other Scottish 
councils  –  something that should 
have been put in place by Labour 
in the first place.  
 

We were clear that this  was 
always likely to take at least a 
year and the sheer volume of 
cases involved and the 
complexity of the Council’s  pay 
and grading arrangements were 
such that this  was never going to 
be easy. 
 
But the women who have been 
discriminated against won their 
case the day the SNP assumed 
control of Glasgow City Council, 
and everything since then has 
been a process of delivering 
justice. 
 
After a decade of obstruction and 
inaction, in a relatively short 
space of t ime we have now 
reached agreement which 
delivers the pay justice these 
women long have fought for.  
 
We now enter a new era of pay 
equality in Glasgow City Council 
where we ensure that women’s 
work is  valued and gender 
equality in on the public agenda.  

A new era of equal pay at Glasgow City Council 
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By Olaf Stando, 17/01/19 

Jeremy Corbyn often likes to 
brand himself and his party as 
‘radical’, without acknowledging 
that the SNP goes further and 
have already delivered tangible, 
transformative change in 
Scotland. 
 
It  is  the SNP that are the real 
radical party, and we place no 
limit on our ambitions for 
Scotland. 
 

🤦♂️  Labour’s ‘jobs first’  Brexit is 
a myth –  we firmly oppose it. 
There’s nothing radical about 
fence-sitt ing, and a lack of 
Labour’s clear Brexit policy 
means that they’re reduced to 

soundbites.   I t  is  t ime for 
Labour to grow up. 
 
SNP MPs voted to find that this 
Tory government did not have the 
confidence to continue on but 
because that did not pass.  Now, 
the real urgency is  for Labour to 
back the only way out of the 
Brexit deadlock: giving people a 
say in a second referendum. 
 
Sadly, both Jeremy Corbyn and 
Richard Leonard can’t even 
confirm which way they would 
campaign if a second referendum 
were to take place.  
 
Research shows that every Brexit 
scenario will be most damaging to 
those on lowest incomes, and 
leaving the single market –  which 
Labour supports –  will risk 80,000 
jobs in Scotland alone within a 
decade. 
 
Meanwhile, we believe that we’re 
better off in the EU and we’re 
crystal clear in standing by our 
convictions. 
 

☮  We are opposed to Trident 
nuclear weapons. 
Labour’s latest manifesto backed 
the renewal of Trident, which 
could end up costing at up to 
£205 billion.  

 
Committing to weapons of mass 
destruction is  not ‘for the many’, 
it  is  an appalling waste of money 

and is  morally wrong.   The SNP 
is  firmly against Trident and 
always will be. 
 
We want to see a world free from 
nuclear weapons, and cancelling 
Trident would allow for a huge 
investment in jobs, homes, 
education and health; improving 
the lives of people across 
Scotland and the rest of the UK, 
without threatening the lives of 
others. 
 

🚄  Labour only talks about 
nationalising railways –  we work 
to make it possible. 
Welsh Labour’s 2016 manifesto 
promised to “deliver a new, not -
for-profit  rail franchise from 
2018”. This has not happened, 
and instead, the Labour 
government in Wales awarded a 
new 15-year franchise to a 

private operator.   Labour 
talks about public ownership, but 
their record tells a whole 
different story.   
 
Meanwhile, we have been leading 
the charge for powers over our 
railways, and we have made it 
possible for a public-sector body 
to run the next ScotRail franchise.  
 

🎓  We will always keep 
education free. 
Despite promising to scrap 
university tuition fees in 2017, 
the Welsh Labour government 
continues to impose extortionate 
fees of £9,295 a year on students 
in Wales. 
 
Only a year after coming into 
power, in 2008, we abol ished 
tuition fees (which were 
introduced by Labour in the first 
place), and we firmly believe that 
education is a fundamental right, 
not a commodity.  
 
 
 

 

🛌  We are mitigating the cruel 
bedroom tax and establishing a 
new Scottish Social Security 
system. 
Despite being in government in 
Wales, Labour has not taken all 
the steps it  could to mitigate the 
worst impacts of Tory policies, 
such as the bedroom tax.  
 
We are spending £115 million a  
year to protect Scotland from the 
bedroom tax, and introducing 
numerous new benefits  designed 
to help families and give children 
the best start in life.  In contrast 
to Tory callousness and Labour 
inaction, we are creating a new 
social security system with 
dignity and fairness at its  heart.  
 

 🗳  Labour desperately denies 
Scotland a say on its future –  we 
choose to trust the people. 
Labour stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the Tories to 
vehemently oppose the Scottish 
people’s right to choose their 
constitutional future.  
 
In contrast, we believe that 
Scotland’s future should be in 
Scotland’s hands and that with 
independence, Scotland can be a 
beacon of prosperity, equality, 
and progressive values.  
 
Rather than just talk about being 
radical, we are taking tangible, 
pioneering actions in government 
to transform our society.  We are 
proud of  our record, but we know 
there’s a lot more to do.  
 

 

The SNP, not Labour, is the real radical and progressive party 
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By Olaf Stando, 22/12/18 

While Westminster crumbles 
further into utter chaos, and the 
UK government ceases to 
function, the Scottish 
Government offers stability with 
a budget that protects public 
services, supports the economy 
and helps build a fairer country.  
 
With this budget, we’re taking 
Scotland down the path of 
progress.  Here’s how:  
 

🤝  We ’re building a fairer 
Scotland. 
The life chances of Scotland’s 
young people must not be 
determined by where they’re 
born, or what their background 
is .  That’s  why we’re investing 
£180m, including £120m to 
headteachers, to close the 
attainment gap in schools and 
ensure no one is  left behind.  
 
This budget also delivers the 
fairest income tax system in the 
UK that asks the richest 1% to 
pay a litt le more than last year, 
with everyone else paying the 
same or less.  It  also means that 
55% of income taxpayers will pay 
less than those in the rest of the 
UK. 
 
Since we introduced our fairer 
tax system this year, our 
economy has grown faster than 
the UK –  demonstrating that 
those who predicted our tax 
policy would hit  the economy are 
simply wrong. 
 
 

🌍  We’re building a greener 
Scotland. 
Scotland is  a world leader on 
climate change, and in this  
budget, we’re continuing to take 
bold steps to protect our planet.  
 
We’re investing over £20m in 
Zero Waste, to help t ransition 
towards a more resource-
efficient economy, and to 
implement a deposit return 

scheme which will help tackle 
plastic waste. 
 
Additionally, we’re putting £50m 
into low carbon transport 
measures, including the 
expansion of electric vehicle 
charging infrastructure, and 
£80m for Active Travel.  
 
 

💛  We’re building a caring 
Scotland. 
The budget continues delivering 
a welfare system that puts 
dignity, fairness and respect at 
its  very core. 
 
While the UK Government pursue 
their damaging austerity 
programme that hurts those 
most in need, we’re working 
hard to protect Scotland from 
the worst of the cuts.  This 
includes mitigating the callous 
Tory Bedroom Tax. 
 
The £435m of direct assistance 
through our social security 
interventions includes £283m for 
Carers Allowance, £33m for the 
Scottish Welfare Fund, and 
£12.4m for Best Start Grant.  
 
We’re also taking serious action 
to tackle homelessness, which 
along our 5-year action plan, 
includes £50m for the Ending 
Homelessness Together Fund.  
 
 

🏥  We’re building a healthier 
Scotland. 
With additional £729m extra for 
health and care services, this  
budget gives our NHS a 
significant and vital funding 
boost. 
 
We’re also actively supporting 
mental health services for young 
people with additional £27m, 
and strengthening healthcare 
provision in communities up and 
down Scotland. 
 
Tory austerity and the threat of 
Brexit are putting real pressures 

on the NHS, but despite that, we 
will invest over £9bn for Health 
and Social Care Partnerships for 
primary and community health 
services. 
 
 

👷♀️  We’re building a better 
Scotland. 
This budget sees over £5bn of 
capital investment for affordable 
housing, hospitals, roads and 
infrastructure, including a new 
£50m Town Centre Fund to 
breathe life into high streets and 
make town centres fit  for the 
future. 
 
We’re also providing record 
investment of over £825m, as 
part of our total investment of 
over £3bn to deliver 50,000 
affordable homes over the 
course of this  Parliament.  
 
 

✂️  Meanwhile, in Westminster…  
Despite the Tories recently 
suggesting that ‘austerity is  
over’, our resource block grant 
has been cut by £2bn in real 
terms since 2010. 
 
We’re mitigating this  austerity, 
which allows us to offer stability 
in the face of the chaos and 
confusion of Tory Brexit.  
 
We’re proud to protect and 
invest in Scotland’s public 
services, while building a strong 
economy fit  for the challenges of 
tomorrow. 

 

 
  

The Scottish budget: how we’re building a better Scotland 
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By Ian Blackford MP & 

Westminster Group Leader, 

15/01/19 

 
 
As MPs prepare to vote on 
Theresa May’s failed Brexit deal 
this  week, the outcome of the 
days ahead will be crucial for 
Scotland’s future.  
 
Yesterday, the Scottish 
Government wrote to all MPs at 
Westminster urging them to 
reject the damaging deal being 
proposed by the Tory government 
and rule out a catastrophic no 
deal Brexit.  
 
We cannot allow the UK 
Government to take us off the 
Brexit cliff edge, which would 
destroy Scottish jobs, squeeze 
living standards, and inflict 
lasting harm on our economy and 
public services.  
 
We know from the UK 
Government’s own analysis  that 
there is  no such thing as a good 
Brexit. 
 
Taking Scotland out of the EU, 
and terminating our membership 
of the world’s largest s ingle 
market and customs union, would 
leave the country poorer for 
many decades to come. 
 
The impact on our economy 
would be devastating –  reducing 
Scottish GDP by up to nine per 
cent, putting 80,000 jobs at risk, 
and costing us more than 
£12.7billion a year –  a loss 
equivalent to £2300 for every  
person in the country.  
 

The reality of a Tory Brexit – 
whether it ’s  leaving the EU with 
May’s deal or no deal at all – 
would mean higher prices and 
squeezed wages for us all, more 
local businesses going under, 
more people being made 
redundant, and less money 
available to fund our NHS and 
public services.  
 
It  would also mean fewer 
opportunities for future 
generations.  Ending freedom of 
movement would stop young 
people having the right to live, 
work and study freely across 27 
EU countries. 
 
It  would inflict serious damage on 
the ability of our NHS, 
universit ies, agricultural sector 
and businesses to recruit the 
workers they need –  harming the 
quality of healthcare and 
education and increasing the cost 
of our weekly shop. 
 
This week, May and Jeremy 
Corbyn must  finally face up to the 
catastrophic dangers of the Brexit 
impasse they have pushed the 
country towards. 
 
The UK Government have failed 
to get a good deal and, instead of 
ploughing ahead down this 
reckless Brexit path, Parliament 
must take back control and find a 
better way forward. 
 
Having wasted so much time, and 
having brought the country to the 
brink of chaos and cris is, the UK 
Government must now agree to 
the SNP’s plea to halt or revoke 
Article 50 to give us more time 
beyond the March 29 deadline. 
 
This would allow time for a 
second EU referendum, with the 
opportunity for Scotland and the 
UK to remain in the EU –  the best 
deal possible.  As the damage of 
Brexit becomes clearer, and with 
the UK Government having failed 
to do their job, the dec ision 
should go back to the people.  

 
Scotland voted overwhelmingly 
to remain in the EU –  and we have 
other options should the 
Westminster parties fail to secure 
a way out of this  Tory Brexit 
mess.  We can take our future into 
our own hands with 
independence. 
 
As we enter this  defining week, 
let me be clear –  the SNP will not 
s it  idly by and allow Westminster 
to threaten Scotland’s economy, 
jobs and livelihoods. We will not 
allow Scotland’s voice to be 
silenced or our interests to be 
sidelined. 
 
I f the Tory Government really are 
intent on driving the UK off the 
Brexit cliff-edge, then Scotland 
cannot be in the passenger seat.  
 
This article originally appeared 
in the Daily Record. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
  

Scotland can’t be in the passenger seat if UK is driven off Brexit cliff edge 
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Business for Scotland – Scotland the Brief 
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SNP Sites 
 

SNP 
 

Helensburgh SNP 
 

Brendan O'Hara MP 
 

Parliamentary Sites 
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UK Parliament 
 

European Parliament 
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Argyll & Bute Councillor List 
 

West Dunbarton Council 
 

Community Council Sites 
 

Helensburgh Community Council 
 

Rhu and Shandon Community Council 
 

Causes 
 

All of Us First 
 

Ban the Bomb 
 

Other Sites 
 

Make a Freedom of Information Request 
 

Scot Fact 
 

What Scotland Thinks 
 

Scot Cen 
 

www.scottishhistory.com 
 

www.scotland.org 
 

The United Nations 
 
 

Useful Links 
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Email to patrick.johnstone@virgin.net 
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http://www.banthebomb.org/
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http://whatscotlandthinks.org/ssa
http://scotcen.org.uk/
http://www.scottishhistory.com/index.html
https://www.scotland.org/about-scotland/history-timeline
http://www.un.org/en/index.html

